Current Issues TCTC Library

¢s” Controversies

Ez’nc]jug g opjcal Resources for persuasive

papers and speeches

Searching the Catalog for Books

From the library home page http:/ /academics.tctc.edu/ lgnx/ , click on the “Li]orarg Catalog link. Then
enter a search term and click on Subject.

Use terms that are fairly general, like abortion or genetic engineering or violence. Browse your list of results
for titles that seem relevant to your topic. Click on “cletails”, then look at the “catalog record’ tab for subject
headings. These will frequently refer you to related or more specific terms. . Some examples:

Subject term: Abortion--Social aspects--United States,
Subject term: Abortion--Moral and ethical aspects ited States,
Subject termn: Abortion--United States--Statistics,
Look for useful
) ) . subdivisions

Subject termi: Medical genetics--Research--Moral and ethical aspects,
Subject term: Genetic engineering--Moral and ethical aspects,
Subject termi: Human cloning--Moral and ethical aspects.,
Subject term: Genetics, Medical--ethics:
Subject term: Genetics, Medical--trends. Look for more
Subject term: Ethics, Medical, specific terms
Subject term: Juvenile delinquency--United States--Encyclopedias,

) . . . . . Look for encyclo-
Subject term: Violence in children--United States--Encyclopedias, . .

_ . . . pedias in specific
Subject term: Juvenile delinquency--Encyclopedias. areas
Subject termi: Violence in children--Encyclopedias

Useful hint: Look for encgclopeclias in broad areas. For example, the Encyc]opec]ia o[Aging hasa 8ooc1 arti~
cleon elderlg driving; The Encyc]opec]ia of Crimiuo]og y and Deviant Behaviorhas a section on hate crimes;
the encgclopedia Violence in Americahas a histoyg of violence on television.

Can't Decideona Topic? We have a number of series with volumes devoted to most of the current hot topics
and controversies. The series Opposiug Viewpojm‘s, for example, has separate volumes on abortion, censor~
ship, the death penaltg, cuthanasia, etc. Other similar series are At[ssue; Cozzl‘emporary Issues Compauiozr,
Contemporary World Issues, Current Controversies,and Library in a Book. Do a Title search on the series
title; this will give you a listing of all the titles (each with its separate call number) in the series.
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Seaxching the Article Databases ( /

A
\
From the library home page, click the “Article Databases” link. Choose the data~ v)

base you wish to search. Your best bets: \)/
\ ——

|

—

Opposing Viewpoints

This outstanding database provides a list of current and controversial issues giving the pro and con ar-
guments in the form of viewpoint essays. You can also access reference, magazine and journal articles,
statistics, websites, and primary documents about these controversial issues.

Knowledge Source (S[RS)

This database indexes magazines, newspapers, government documents, primary sources, viewpoint es~
says, and selected websites. The right side of the main page has a section titled “Your Top 10 Prov.Con
Leacling [ssues” if you need help choosing a topic.

Onefile (In{oTrac)

Easg touse and wide in scope, this database provicles compyehensive coverage ofall su]aj ectsin all
types of periodicals. Articles go back to 1980, which is useful if you need a historical perspective of
your topic.

Searching the Internet

From the library home page, We I T T
click on the “Web Resources™ > eh ReSOUrces
link. From there, click on the

“Best Websites by Subject”

link and then select “‘Current

Best Websites by Subject & great place to begin your web
searches. Thanks to Clemson TTniversity Librarian's for
maintaining thiz directory of websites arranged alphabetically
by subjects.

Issues.” This will giveyoua
nice listing of useful sites that
have been selected by knowl-

skip to main content

edgeable professionals.
Catalog Quick Search

IKeywurdj I
Search
Current Issues
== - = S
Quick Raferenze ot | eenibony 1o | hamme
Issues and Causes Public Agenda Online
httpe://dir yahoo.com/fsociety_and_culture bt ffwwew publicagenda.org)
3 fissues_and_causes/f
Please ask an y 11]31&1_1} statf Erontline
. . Political Issues http: ffwww phs.org fwgbh/p agesfrantling
H]em])ezq{you H@G’ddSSIS~ hittp: ffdir yahoo.corn/Government/ 2L & ElRE R 4
nalitics/political _issues, Hot Paper Topics
tdIZC@. We are a]wa ys http: fflibrary.sau.edufbestinfo/Hot/hotindex. htrm
3 Links to the News
jldppy to[ze]p you [IIIC] http: /fpoynter.org/di/shedden/index . htr Opinion-Pages
]1 d{ bt ffwew s opinion-pages.orgy
Wi df you nee or your The Annenberg Public Policy Center
. (AAFC) Think Tanks and Public Interest Organizations
dSSIgI]lllerS. hitbp: /fwww appopenn.org/ http: ffusinfo state.gov/usa/infousafpalitics/thnktank htm
Brookings Institution: Research Topics Government Documents in the News

itteshivhisalcedininte dieseaiethin hitp: ffwewew libumich edu/govdocs/docnews.html

Our thanks to the Clemson University Library for this great resource.
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